Prayer at Remembrance Time

Loving Father,
When we watch the news or read the papers, we ;.
can feel overwhelmed by the tragedy of lives lost
or affected by war or terrorism. And our
Remembrance Day Services and anniversaries just
seem to emphasize that continuing suffering.
Help us Lord, to switch our focus from what self-

centred people do in their pursuit of power, to what you have done in Jesus,
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Open your eyes and

look at the fields.
They are ripe for

harvest. Already the
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and the reaper can
celebrate together.
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http://www.methodist.org.uk/prayer-and-worship/methodist-special-sundays/prisons-sunday
https://ctbi.org.uk/remembrance-sunday/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/prayer-and-worship/methodist-special-sundays/women-against-violence-sunday

Dear Friends,

With Grateful Thanks &‘Lp e -2
‘('(g_g)THANKS
WITH A GRATEFUL

HEART~

1 Thessalonians 5:18

No matter how you say it,
whatever words you use,
it makes such a difference
when we express our gratitude.

I'm writing to you between my two youngest granddaughters’ birthdays. (It's a very
expensive week)! Millie and Maizie were born six years and three days apart and
really enjoy being sisters.

It thrills me that their parents always get them to write or text, phone or say those
two very special words: 'Thank You.'

Of course it's not only children who need to learn to be grateful, it is something we
all need to say much more than perhaps we do!

But having a spirit of thankfulness isn't only about saying, 'thanks,''ta,'' cheers,' or
'gracias,' when we receive a gift, it can actually become a way of life.

If we develop a thankful attitude, then thankfulness will be part of who we are and
will colour every part of our life.

Being thankful for each new day, the food on our plates, clean water to drink, a
comfy bed and secure home, the love of family and friends. . . | could go on for a
very long time with my list of 'to be thankful for." I'm sure you could, too.

| was once told by a friend whose husband had died, that being thankful was one of
the best possible 'antidotes' for people who are grieving or lonely; just the thoughts
of all those many things we have to be thankful for, can lift our spirits and help us
realize that there are many good things in our lives. Why not try it?

As a Christian, probably the most heartfelt thanks is to God for giving his Son Jesus
to be my friend and Saviour, and when | celebrate Holy Communion in Worship, |
realize that one of the words used for this service, Eucharist, actually means,
Thanksgiving.

As we approach the Harvest Festivals season, what better way could there be of
expressing your Grateful Thanks to God, than to find a Harvest Festival Service and
join in the singing of:

'All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above.
Then thank the Lord, O Thank the Lord, for all his Love.'
Thank you to you all.
Sincerely,
Sue

Editor: Canon David Winter looks forward
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Good old Advent!
Me Up On the last Sunday in November the Church

Just a Slower Walk with Thee celebrates Advent. In popular thought this is
Go Tell It on the Mountain, But Speak Up  seen as the start of the Christmas season.

Nobody Knows the Trouble | Have Seeing Advent Calendars are on sale in the
_supermarkets. Christmas, our annual festival

—————— 72 | of excess, is just a few weeks away. Good
HARVEST FESTIVAL L |\ 4 acvent:

= Advent is not the start of the ‘run-up to
Christmas’, whatever the shops think. In any
case, they’ve been ‘running up’ since
September. Advent is a solemn but exciting
reminder that Christmas is not the end of
the Christian story, but the beginning.
The end, with which Advent is concerned, is
the ultimate triumph of love and goodness
over evil and cruelty. The final loving
purpose of God will be achieved. The

= kingdom of heaven will lie before us, its
K 2 LJLJS ND ftes pﬁrr:mjjtly\ ps ’ﬁ;’h will be no

ore, rhourning and cfyin d pain will be

no more’. God says, ‘l am making everything
Lord... when the stores call out my )

...| take it our
local

supermarket had
a rather good

¥

offer on tinned
peas!
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new-.
name, ‘Advent’
help me not to play the game. simply means
Remind me what | have at home, ‘Coming’. The

first Advent

the ‘bargains’ | already own!

was
When ‘open open’ fills my ears, Christmas
replace them with my chequebook the second

fears. Advent will be

Protect me, Lord, from senseless when all that the coming of Jesus promised
will be fulfilled. Yes, it’s a bit more

greed,

complicated than a cattle shed and a
manger, but it’s a wonderful prospect. Good
old Advent!

For simple things are all | need.
Author unknown

PARISH PUMP began in May 1999. lIts theological stance is: orthodox, historical, Bible based
Christianity. It is a wide range of graphics and articles submitted by a diverse creative team
which are available to download for Church newsletters etc for an annual subscription paid
by the Circuit.
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